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Torch Lake Township

Regular Monthly Meeting

Hubbell Community Building
September 18, 2019

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Torch Lake Township Board was called to order at 6 p.m. by

Clerk Isola in the absence of Supervisor Cadwell.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call:   Sapino, Isola, Moore and Ambuehl present. Cadwell absent.
The meeting was turned over to Trustee Ambuehl so the Clerk could take the minutes.

A motion was made by Moore and a second by Sapino to approve the agenda.  All in favor, motion carried.
A motion was made by Moore and a second by Sapino to approve the minutes from August 21, 2019 meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.

Correspondence:  None
A motion by Ambuehl and a second by Moore to approve the prepaid bills from the General Fund of 

$13212.22 from the Garbage Fund of $14689.14 and current bills from the General Fund of $9358.17
Roll call:  Ambuehl, yes; Isola, yes; Moore, yes; and Sapino, yes.  All in favor, motion carried.
Treasurer Moore reported the increase of interest rates on the Milfoil and Road Assessment accounts at  Superior National Bank was approved. Thanks to Lynn Magnuson for covering the office on Sept. 16, the last day of tax collection without penalties.  Also noted was the account for the Hubbell Volunteer Fire 

Department was officially closed out in December 2018 with the funds from CD #300301154 and 

CD 50033001 used for equipment purchases. (as listed on the agenda)  Motion by Isola and a second by Sapino to place the report on file.  All in favor, motion carried.
Committees:  

Sewage: None
Refuse:   New brakes installed on 2018 Mack truck.  Should cost around $2500.00
Fire:   Hubbell Fire Department will be holding their Haunted House at the Community Building 
           On October 26, from 6 to 9 p.m.  

Parks:  Scott returned cans $149.50
Old Business: None
New Business:
Motion by Isola and a second by Sapino to approve  SEMCO Franchise Resolution #2019-4 granting them authorization to conduct business in the Torch Lake Township. Roll call: Isola, yes; Moore, yes; Sapino, yes and Ambuehl, yes. All in favor, motion carried.
Clerk Isola received an email from the State of Michigan informing Torch Lake Township that we

are eligible for precinct consolidation based on the fact the we have voters numbering under 2999 limit.

We have 1600 voters in our Township. Some points to consider are staffing difficulties, also, mail in voting can be utilized by anyone eligible to vote and the cost of running two precincts. More discussion will scheduled for the October meeting.  A decision will have to be made by November.  In 2020 there will be
three elections.

A motion by Ambuehl and a second by Isola was made to authorize Supervisor Cadwell to look into

signage to designate where the Torch Lake Township Office is.  Currently there is nothing to

indicate that the office is in the Community Building. All in favor, motion carried.

Clerk Isola left the meeting for another engagement and the minutes were taken by Trustee, Sapino,

Public comment: Cindy Barth spoke regarding the August election for the Dollar Bay Tamarack
School millage and had questions.  She is upset that she didn’t get any election notices and or it was 

incomplete. The July newsletter didn’t mention it.  Upset that there are no Clerk hours at the office.  

Confusing info from Osceola Township as well.  4.2 mills, no mention 5.1 mill increase in our news-
letter.  Millage for 20 years.  368 Torch Lake voters are 29% of electorate.  Property taxes are going 

to go up in Torch Lake Township due to Dollar Bay School millage. Confusing election.

Ken Cygan, stated the information was poor and inadequate about the Dollar Bay School millage 

election.  Confuse about where his tax money goes.  Does not say Dollar Bay Township Schools

on his tax bill. Upset that he is an eligible voter and did not know that he was paying for the Dollar

Bay School millage.  It should say who his taxes go to on his bill.
Kristen Lortie, Torch Lake Township resident and Osceola Township tax payer, and Torch Lake 

Township property tax payer.  Formed the “Yooper Cares” group to raise awareness to have better 

info.  Email yoopercares@gmail.com.  DB-TC school millage is causing property owners to pay 

25% more.  This affects 23% of the Torch Lake Township residents.  Residents in the Torch Lake

Township didn’t know that the DB-TC millage would affect them. Michigan law only require a one
week notice in a newspaper.  All entities involved have a chance to correct this. Permanent absentee

voting handbook gives you a 6-8 week notice.  Please sign up for the absentee voting.  

Ken Cygan wrote to the Daily Mining Gazette about the DB-TC Superintendent.

Patty Bates, Hubbell resident asked about the Township blight ordinance.  Junk cars all over town. House 

abandoned?  Seven vehicles and ½ a truck.  Ray Ojala Jrs. Property on J avenue behind old Catholic

school.

Judy Hliss, complained about garbage at Josh Adkins house on I avenue and Debbie Poisson’s house

on 14th Street.  Junk cars everywhere from old body shop and I and J Avenue.  Really disgusting.

Trustee Ambuhel suggested she contact the Health Department if there are rats.

Ry Koschiek, Noggin Shop asked that the Board opt into Recreational Marihuana law.

A motion by Sapino and a second by Moore was made to adjourn.  There being no further business

The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m
Respectfully,

Mary Isola, Clerk

Scott Sapino, Trustee

